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AP R EE H PE B B A BT Ry » RADUKEE LRI IS B BAE A It & A
BRI R RS o (B SERE R A 2B BB P SRR - E5% 0 KRB F M EmPTif
BT B2 E N A TT % - Rl EGEE A BRI AR - IPESEE ERIseRS
5 BIEE B PARE S - NamEbaE F eI REUEREZIIRE - it g L EERRE
FHEES (Baghdadli et al., 2012; Koning, Magill-Evans, Volden, & Dick, 2013; McGovern
& Sigman, 2005; Rao, Beidel, & Murray, 2008; Schohl et al., 2014; Waugh & Peskin, 2015;
White, Keonig, & Scahill, 2007 ) - [Fh4h » saaa R RS T ¥ &= e R EE T A
R LR SEE T A A & B T E A < Rl th 3B A H PIE B THR RBLFT TEZ (Pierce,
Courchesne, & Bacon, 2016 ) < K[l » 55— 51 @ ;2L "D | BUMF5E 2 A ZE A
7 FIESHE H PAE & RE% B EBERE IR HRAE (Shattuck et al., 2007 ) © ifFFERE R0 EL
[F & e & 2RI _ LR R R INMALR (Klinetal., 2007) - BREEFHFRH LA
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9 5 A A OB B i o g 1 ) BV i BB R A B IR ( Kamp-Becker, Schroder,
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L&) ERy TS ) iFFEEE R AN R R ERSE H PE B RES E IE MR B & A PR R CEAR
HYEESE - MR A S b it 22 B B R EE (Howlin, 2000; Locke, Ishijima, Kasari, &
London, 2010; Mawhood & Howlin, 1999; Mazurek & Kanne, 2010; Sadolescentsel &
Heeman, 2017; Seltzer, Shattuck, Abbeduto, & Greenberg, 2004; White et. al., 2010 ) °

ERHIRE SRR T —ERARTRE SRR E R TS BB 2
JEMRLE R AT Ry T TE SERBUCE WA 2R © HApwy TS 2

B PR 2R AR K2 A MJE MR (Autism Spectrum Disorder, ASD ) 3584 % fe At € & By H A
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Bl B BIE - WAk AR E Ak I OAE L M A B RIE (APA,2013) - HsbAXHRA i
JE | B BE A — AR A PR R A A ARSI A A T HEE L
iR B AR BRI EE AT ERB R AR BENE —BFA -
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2002; Beaumont & Sofronoff, 2008; Kamps et al., 1992; Koning et al., 2013; Sansosti &
Powell-Smith, 2006; Schohl et al., 2014; Solomon, Goodlin-Jones, & Anders, 2004; Stichter
et al., 2010; Tse, Strulovitch, Tagalakis, Linyan, & Fombonne, 2007; Waugh & Peskin, 2015;
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FREEMTEATIZ W R S08R » (H5E LEF#RI R A — H AR T 202 oI 7R 8 A & 48 (U



24 PEBEREHER St

HIERE - B2 ELE ANt AR REAE B 2 FIIfR % A B R 7T - B AV E R IR E S —(E
BARA T RUHERR o BILCES RS (R e RS (FISRRTERIR ) it e A EhFREH =
5o it - TN ) TR DL B PAYEE TR W {8 IR R R R A RN R RE ST R B R
TEFe o ILAVREEFIIEREN TR ERGEIES | S -

DL TgeTy ) ZRAHENRTEE TH#ED | BIFERET - XAKRE I E T2 IR A
@ H T EB2RIES (self-refferred progress ) | Bl T [FEfE2IEAYHES (peer-
refferred progress) | W AZH - " HEZ2WRIES | HIEREHBESEE ARSI
77 LR E AN E R R B pe ) 2= RE S - HdE T HCRECHE R
Ak mth THE2IR - AWEAEENEG T HE2IRELS | T - —
RIS REREE P ERINES - RGBT IR - BFESEER 3
BWLE, Ry TES ) B2 AFIMRA 2R ERERE - FEETREE
S ACERRIERE T » IRER LUEEIRS T AR W {87 R BE_T B PRV 2 1 E LT H I
2R ERBEL -

"FEIE2REES ) DI EE T REBUR I ERER - ANEBERFESE
TR Name FH BRI E R - HE R e A B[R O S 5 (F e tah
HPEE AT RREA2IE - L2l T Em2E ) KERIES - thite @ H—
AHESEHERERE T ERBABTRIRE , AR TEMNESRE . £ 2
IRWTER N B PE B AR ST TS ) AL -

x— ETRIBTILRIE

CEY ) MR WRTErR ES , R
e BB 5 ) S REWE R AV T A7 5 L
= P LRI T A 2 AR 2R R
FIEZE A I B R 7 B R B

Teme T B2 BT EE2IE ) BED RS o BE HERE PAE E RETTHINR
B (HLEEHRE - " BE2RAGED | ERMRER A LU SRIEERER R B PHE &
HIRENFRIR - DIHE BRI e 5 - I H# R M TERRERYUE - & R IREE
EVAR B e R I H PIE & R T By Rl RE » MR ETAIRET E AR (R RE ) EE AU
& - R0 > B B2 RNESERMTE 2] E AL 22 Re T & L ry 2 Lid ok
=iy o AL E T D A TR M B PR & A ERE S AHIER A BR A -



$2E A M & VR e A HIRE 25

i M2 IRA S | BT B A IR A AE A L R 7 A B R R L S
WP RIIE B M EEE BB P HES - N# - SREEIR TES ) FERE
B DA B PFE B AYRE T BRI B2 [R]85 4] BRVE & RS M FE 2 il 2 0 Bk
TR EEZ A ERIE S - B BEEE RS RE) EREEED 2 SRS IR E
SR B FEE S P AR WS AR - AR BRI H AR L - —#ATEIER T A
FrEEAERIRE ST TS | ARG MBI EEMAEESE S (BIEEL) - PR ER
H T FEIm2IERES ) REENDIENEBIEERINED 2 B R REEE -

TRRIZER » 1% Tt A E) ) BRGE—E TEEST ) MUK IR ERRAES
T SRR SIS (R MRS S - AL SNy B PAE B {E RIS it 228 A B R BAARAE -
] {75 2 MR B RE T HEL BEAR A Tt R A BRI IS - AR T HERVRE S HOES IR
W ZREEDIE R - MEEM T DL T8 ) B OS2 BIE ST & A8
WRFFERIERE - thgkie 7 - & Tt g EE, BROE—E TRE ) WS EESRE
PAE & It GIREGE L BVERENEREE -
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What is Called Progress? A Phenomenological Study on Social
Interaction of Adolescents with Mild Autism Spectrum Disorder

Shao-1 Mo* Cheng-Fen Chang

Tzu Chi University National Taiwan Normal University

This study aimed at understanding the phenomena of progresses in social interaction among adolescents with mild
autism spectrum disorder (ASD). Most researches on adolescents with mild ASD adopted the idea of progress that
indicated a view of deficiency and took competence as the focus of intervention. While some of them claimed to
have positive results in helping the mild ASD subjects gain progress (i.e., being more capable in social
interaction), there are no promising changes appearing in long term observation and most of the adolescents with
mild ASD have limited capacity in social interaction throughout their lives. To understand this contradiction
concerning the phenomena of progress, this study carefully reviewed the definitions of progress employed in these
literatures and found that, the progress conceptualized in most of existing studies can be described as a
"competence-focused" one which is obtained from measuring the subjects' capacity in comparison with their own
level of social interaction performance before the research manipulation, or in comparison with the normal
children participating in the research. Thus, the obtained progress exists only within a narrow condition and could
not be replicated outside the research settings. Putting aside the view of deficiency, this study adopted the
paradigm of discovery and intended to grasp the phenomena of social interaction of the adolescents with mild ASD
as a whole in order to clarify the possible dimensions of its progress. Three mothers of adolescents with mild ASD
were interviewed for their long-term observation of their children's social interaction. Using a phenomenological
method, interview transcriptions were analyzed and resulted in a description of the general structure of social
interaction of adolescents with mild ASD. The general structure revealed from the analysis is composed with five
themes. (1) Embodied rule-sticking behaviors, which indicates the rules the subjects with mild ASD stick with

have the character of being ontological and never fall into the level of negotiation. (2) Lacking of feedback loops
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in communicative interaction, which shows that the subjects with mild ASD are not able to comprehend the
communicative cues other than overt language and thus no modification would occur even as they offend others.
(3) Conversation on specific interests and habits raising the quality of interaction, which highlights the phenomena
that the subjects and their conversation partners will ignore the communicative hindrance and advance their
interaction while focus on the topic of interest. (4) Other-depending pragmatic impact in communication, which
indicate that the pragmatic impact along with the ASD style of communication can be enlarged or eliminated by
the conversation partners as they adopt different attitudes. And (5) complying behavior when no conflict with
others, which denotes that as the interaction partners deliberately avoid conflict with the subjects with mild ASD,
the latter could comply the others' request. According to these findings, even though the characters of ASD style of
communication are still salient and prevailing, "progresses" in interaction can also be obtained due to the topics of
interest, the others' attitude toward the pragmatic impact from the talk of the subjects and deliberate avoidance to
conflict by the others. It is clear that the progress can be observed not due to the improvement of competence but
the others' responses. This understanding solves the contradiction concerning the phenomena of progress
appearing in the existing literatures. In addition to answering the research questions, our findings also provide a
conceptual reflection to the studies on adolescents with mild ASD and a guidance for practitioners to design proper
plans for training the adolescents. Last but not least, stemming from this research is also an advocacy to the public:
The interaction with people with mild ASD is a process for mutual understanding rather than proving their being

deficient.

Keywords: Mild autism spectrum disorder, phenomenology, pragmatics, qualitative research, social

interaction.
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